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To: Cal Fed
Rick Breitenbach, Assictant Director
Pax: (216) 654-9780

From: Ellen G, Faulkner

PO, Box 351,
Redwood Valley, Cs 95470

Re: The Ca] Fed Bay Deha Pian. Comment:

No new dams. No new diversions of dikes. No injection nto groundwater, Restore proper
hydrological function to the Bay Delta. Help the farmers.

Dams: Storage reseviors back up sediment as well as water aad cause the water table to dvop
below and sometimes above the dam structure. Thia fact prechudes a real solution (dry farming)
for a false solution (Water storage).

Siorage rasevoirs are warm water, no marter what snow pack it comes from. The pike
minnow fmds the dom structure and Lhe warm Water Very healthy, The salmonids do net, No
amavnt of mitigation can shift that balance back to conditions that nurture salmonide.
Historically, mitigations (i.c. hatcherivs) have been worse than the mac made condition they
were desipmed 10 mitigate. Agencics continue w have nnfounded confidence in fast-profit-
driven "sciegce®. Stock rescuc operations should not be funded. The fish know better than the
u.D.kﬂ' Ters.

There scems 10 be an amazing misunderstanding in this document: that stored water released
to angment low water flows will cool the habitac No. 1 can't believe T have to explain that thesc
releases only serve 1o Wipe out the eool refugia of the desp pools. As long as people are paid to
produce such misunderetandings they will creep into our planning docoments as mitigations and
aullify our best efforts at ren! restoration.

Dikes and diversions: The pristine bay<lella commained more food than all the tomato fields
behind all the dikes. The old dikes should be slowly phased out along with the vld diversions
and dams. The bay-delta should be restored to its proper hydrological funetion.

Injection: Please make your decision re injection after you review the results of Senama
County Watcr Agency's injection experiment. Millions of gallons of hydrogen-sulfide spoiled
water could not be exported o Marin County but msizad had w be pumped into the Laguna,
resulting in a vast new supply of sontaminated surface water right therc in Santa Rosa. ;

Formers: Jusr as you acknowledge that California farmers can [cam BMPs (egarding
pesticidcs, you should credit them with the intelligence 1o learn dry-farming methods, duat bowt
avoiding, dak savinﬁ and riparisn zonc respecting strategies and w choose crops priate to
our Mediterrancan climate. First the major refugin should be bought and protacted
even and ¢s jall{ul"mm grotesque DECG clectro-fishing studies, and from the envirommental
consultant frms who have their eye primarily on the dollar; if we've got to stun juvenile
salmonids to make a living, we will. If our boss tclls us to douse fish in Alka Sclzer, we will.
Econemics will not allow us to consider the unintendad consequences of thesc actions. Use our
wx money to subsidize farmars to not-fam 1n 2 100-foor ripxrian zone., Give them helpto
develop sustainable farming methods, In time, subsidize them 10 not-farm in the floodplains.

The fish will come hack
C Yo Wén L
SR Frrst/



